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hundred tons, on a trip to Savannah. The late President
had suggested to me some weeks before his death that he
would be pleased to go on such an excursion to Charleston,
and visit Dahlgren, who was, with him, a favorite. Subse-
quent events and his protracted visit to the upper waters
of the James and Richmond altered this plan, and might
have defeated it, even had his life been prolonged.

His death postponed and seemed at times likely to de-
feat it altogether, but after repeated delays we on this day
embarked and went down the Potomac. Of the voyage and
its incidents I make here brief mention, for what is written
is penned after our return, and from memory chiefly.

[May 25 and 26.] The day was fine and our sail down the
river exceedingly pleasant. When I arose on the following
morning, the 25th, we had passed Cape Henry and were at
sea. The wind was strong from the southeast and the sea
rough, with one or two smart storms of rain. Most of the
passengers and some others were sick this and the follow-
ing day, when we passed Cape Hatteras and Frying-Pan
Shoals. Unexpectedly to myself, I was not seasick.

On the morning of Sunday, the 27th [sic],1 we were off
Charleston Bar, waiting the tide and a pilot. Admiral
Dahlgren came down in a tug and brought the fleet pilot,
who took us in. Fort Sumter, whose ruins were prominent,
we passed, and Morris and Sullivan's Islands, with their
batteries, and anchored the Santiago near the town.

May 27 [sic]. Mrs. Welles, who had not left her bed after
retiring on the 24th on the lower Potomac, was brought
upon deck and had a bed under the awning. The day was
delicious, the air balmy, and she, as did all of us, enjoyed
the scene. Our whole company, with the exception of Mrs.
Welles and Mrs. Howard, went on shore and dispersed in
squads over the city. With Dahlgren and a few others, I
went to the Rebel navy yard and thence to the citadel
and various parts of the city. Late in the afternoon we
1 Sunday was the 28th.